MARIA THERESA OF AUSTRIA

and moderation which became her, had treated the
Emperor's hereditary countries with inexpressible hard-
ships and cruelty. This Princess, and her allies, had
formed designs immeasurably ambitious, the pernicious
aim of which was to undermine German liberty for ever;
to bring about which end had been, for more than an
age past, the principal object of the House of Austria/'

Maria Theresa must have known that Frederick was
slandering her in Berlin; that many of her subjects
were whispering seditiously about her in Prague, but
she did not care what any one said. She always had
the courage of her emotional as well as her intellectual
convictions, and if she once decided to be harsh, harsh
she would be.

It was significant of her newly acquired hardness
that she contemplated her revenge on Charles VII. as
soon as she had successfully re-established herself in
Bohemia. Her armies, under her brother-in-law Charles
of Lorraine, were already conducting a successful cam-
paign in Bavaria. Charles VII. had been defeated at
Simbach, on the eastern frontier of Bavaria, a week
before Maria Theresa's coronation in Prague. He had
been forced to flee, and nothing was left Mm of the
Holy Roman Empire but the meaningless title of
Emperor.

In his Vanity of Human Wishes, Jofinson describes
Charles's miserable position:

"The bold Bavarian, in a luckless hour,
Tries the dread summits of Caesarian power;
With unexpected legions bursts away,
And sees defenceless realms receive his sway.
The baffled Prince, in Honour's flattering bloom
Of hasty greatness, finds the fatal doom ;
His foe's derision and his subject's blame,

steals to 4e3#h from anguish and from shame;"